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Divine Mercy shrine Encinitas

MY JOURNEY
by JOHN OERTLE, President, Divine Mercy Hills Foundation of Southern California

My journey with The Divine Mercy began when my wife and I began praying the
Divine Mercy Chaplet, after morning mass, at our parish St. Elizabeth Seton which
had just been introduced to the parishioners, as an instrument of prayer during a
40 Days for Life event.
Jesus, I Trust in You!
YEARS LATER I committed to read the
Diary of St Faustina for Lent in 2010.
One night after reading over half of the
Diary I was awakened from sleep and I
heard a voice say, “Paint a painting of
entry 83, and write on the painting
the words, “Before this happens, repent
and accept God’s Mercy” After writing
this down, I went back to sleep.
The next morning I looked up Entry #83
in the Diary of St. Faustina and found
the entry as follows, Entry #83: “Write
this before I come as the Just Judge. I
Am coming first as the King of Mercy.
Before the day of justice arrives, there
will be given to people a sign in the
heavens of this sort: All the light in
the heavens will be extinguished, and
there will be a great darkness over
the whole earth. Then, the sign of the
Cross will be seen in the sky, and from
the openings where the hands and
feet of the Saviour were nailed will
come forth great lights which will
light up the earth for a period of time.
This will take place shortly before the
last day.”
After sharing this experience with my
family, I decided to call the Marians of
the Immaculate Conception , to inquire
if anyone had seen a picture depicting
Entry #83. I called the National Shrine
of the Divine Mercy, in Stockbridge, MA
and talked to a lady at the gift store. I
asked her if she had ever seen Entry #83
See back page

The Cross in the Sky. An artist’s 2010 painting of Diary Entry #83.

2020

MILESTONES
& EVENTS

January 2020 DMHFSC gave
out DM shrine postcards of DM
Image and Grotto of Our Lady
at 1st Holy Martyrs Divine Mercy
Conference in Riverside, CA
February 2020 Fr. Denis Phaneuf Mass and Healing Service
at site
February 2020 Winter storm
runoff damages road. DMHFSC
raises $4,000 in donations for
repairs and addition of metal
chain barrier near entrance
March 2020 Grotto Area is
graded and widened for social
distancing rules
April 2020 DMHFSC Retreat
cancelled due to COVID-19
lockdown.
May 2020 Postcards printed
for “THE WAY OF MERCY” Phase
2 Building Campaign
August 22, 2020 Queenship of
Mary; Land was paid off in full
one year ago today
August 2020 DMHFSC 13th of
the Month Prayer Book revised
for reprinting and use in time
for Fall 2020
September 13, 2020 Eve of
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
and Anniversary of the Divine
Mercy chaplet

Through
the sign
of the Holy

Cross

deliver us
from our
enemies,
O, Our

God!
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MISSION STATEMENT
The DMHFSC is dedicated to the development of a proposed Divine Mercy shrine located in
Southern California, a place of encounter where all can come to know the Divine Mercy message
and devotion as revealed by Jesus to St. Faustina.
OUR MISSION is to draw people of all nations, cultures and beliefs to a place of meditation
and prayer for graces to the
Divine Mercy Shrine Encinitas CA fountain of mercy: the image
of Divine Mercy. The Lord
Himself said,
end here
“I promise that the soul
20-ft Cross Encinitas Blvd
who will venerate this
image will not perish. I
start here
Divine Mercy Grotto
also promise victory over
Way of the Cross
image
its enemies already here
on earth, especially at the
hour of death. I myself will
defend it as My own glory
... By means of this image I
Divine
Mercy
Chaplet
shall grant many graces to
GPS 701 Encinitas Blvd, Encinitas 92024 or Google
“Divine Mercy Shrine Encinitas” for directions to site.
divinemercy724.com souls.”
Through the proposed shrine
A project of the Divine Mercy Hills Foundation of Southern California (DMHFSC), a 501(c)3 non profit.
together we shall unceasingly
praise and proclaim the
BEFORE REPAIRS
AFTER REPAIRS
piles of debris
debris cleared and road
Unfathomable Mercy of God!
now, and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Glory Be

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER,
and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Apostles Creed

I BELIEVE IN GOD, the Father
Almighty, Creator of Heaven
and earth; and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son Our
Lord, Who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in
atonement for our sins and
those of the whole world.
10X FOR THE SAKE OF HIS
SORROWFUL PASSION, have
mercy on us and on the
whole world.
After the 5th decade conclude
with following prayer:
3X HOLY GOD, Holy Mighty
One, Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on
the whole world.

Optional Closing Prayer
ETERNAL GOD, in whom mercy
is endless and the treasury of
compassion inexhaustible, look
kindly upon us, and increase
Your mercy in us, that in

Let’s build
Optional Opening Prayer
YOU EXPIRED, JESUS, but the
source of life gushed forth for
souls, and the ocean of mercy
opened up for the whole world.
O Fount of Life, unfathomable
Divine Mercy, envelop the

died, and was buried.
He descended into Hell; the
third day He rose again
from the dead; He ascended
into Heaven, and sitteth at
the right hand of God, the
Father almighty; from
thence He shall come to
judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body
and life everlasting. Amen.

THE WAY OF MERCY.

not despair nor become
despondent, but with great

Your holy will, which is Love
and Mercy itself. Amen.

"Oh, what great graces I will grant
to souls who say this Chaplet. Write
down these words, my daughter.

damage from stormwater runoff
damage from vehicle access

graded from entrance
to 8th station
metal chain barrier at entrance
stops vehicles but lets people in

YES, THE SHRINE IS OPEN!
JUST WALK PAST THE METAL CHAIN BARRIER.
WE THANK OUR DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY!

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DIVINE MERCY HILLS FOUNDATION OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
The Divine Mercy Hills Foundation of Southern California (DMHFSC) is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization established in 2012 for the mission of building a shrine to the Divine Mercy.
OUR MISSION was inspired by a prompting experienced interiorly by its two founders although
at the time neither knew about the other person’s call. To Zarina Cruz, it came as an interior voice
from the Lord to “Build Me a Shrine” as she knelt in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament in a
chapel in El Cerrito in the Bay Area. Although she did not know it then, several hundred miles
down in Encinitas, John Oertle was also experiencing a similar epiphany. To John, it was the desire
to purchase the 3.25-acre, bank-owned land on a rugged hill overlooking the ocean, for a Divine
Mercy shrine. It was only after John had opened escrow and no longer could contain his enthusiasm
that he approached Zarina one morning after mass upon her return to San Diego three days later.
Zarina, who had told no one about her private revelation, had asked for a sign from the Lord that
His call was for real. She was about to find out. “Zarina, I want you to see this place.” John took Zarina to the site and both climbed to the top of the hill where the Cross now stands revealing a view
of the Pacific Ocean. “Would this not be the perfect site for a Divine Mercy shrine?” he asked as the
two marveled in agreement at how the Lord called them together (MT 18:19) for the mission (MT
18:12) of building a shrine (MT 18:20) while heaven watched (Diary, 1760) unseen the joy below.
DMHFSC Board: r John Oertle, President r Tony Pizarro, Vice President, External Affairs,
Capital Campaign Chair r Sal Pilar, Vice President, Internal Affairs r Rowena Cajigas, Treasurer
r Rhonda Oertle, Secretary r Anthony Vaca r Genevieve Silverio r Susan Aquino r Renee
Graceffa Spiritual Advisors: Abbot Emeritus Charles Wright, OSB, Prince of Peace Abbey
and Fr. Michael Barry, SS CC of Mary’s Table DMHFSC Founders: Zarina Cruz and John
Oertle. The DMHFSC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization registered in the State of California.

DIARY OF ST. FAUSTINA
Conversation of the Merciful God
with a Sinful Soul (Diary #1485) *
O BLOOD AND WATER WHICH GUSHED FORTH FROM THE HEART OF JESUS AS A FOUNT OF MERCY FOR US, I TRUST IN YOU!

DIVINE MERCY,

JESUS: My child, do you fear the God of mercy? My
holiness (80) does not prevent Me from being merciful.
Behold, for you I have established a throne of mercy
on earth — the tabernacle — and from this throne I
desire to enter into your heart. I am not surrounded by
a retinue or guards. You can come to me at any moment, at any time; I want to speak to you and desire
to grant you grace.

ENVELOPE THE WHOLE WORLD AND EMPTY YOURSELF OUT UPON US!

Soul: Lord, I recognize your holiness, and I fear You.

YOU EXPIRED JESUS BUT THE SOURCE OF LIFE GUSHED FORTH

FOR SOULS AND THE OCEAN OF MERCY OPENED UP FOR THE WHOLE WORLD. O FOUNT OF LIFE, UNFATHOMABLE

JESUS: I am your strength, I will help you in the
struggle.

HOLY GOD, HOLY MIGHTY ONE, HOLY IMMORTAL ONE, HAVE MERCY ON US AND ON THE WHOLE WORLD!

Soul: Lord, I hear your voice calling me to turn back from
the path of sin, but I have neither the strength nor the courage to do so.

Divine Mercy shrine Encinitas

JESUS: Be not afraid of your Savior, O sinful soul. I
make the first move to come to you, for I know that
by yourself you are unable to lift yourself to me.
Child, do not run away from your Father; be willing
to talk openly with your God of mercy who wants
to speak words of pardon and lavish his graces on
you. How dear your soul is to Me! I have inscribed
your name upon My hand; you are engraved as a
deep wound in My Heart.

ETERNAL FATHER, I OFFER YOU THE BODY AND BLOOD, SOUL AND
DIVINITY OF THY DEARLY BELOVED SON, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
IN ATONEMENT FOR OUR SINS AND THOSE OF THE WHOLE WORLD!

Soul: Lord, I doubt that You will pardon (81) Soul: You have conquered, O
my numerous sins; my misery fills me
Lord, my stony heart with Your
with fright.”
goodness. In trust and humility I
approach the tribunal of Your mercy,
JESUS: My mercy is greater than your where You Yourself absolve me by the
sins and those of the entire world.
hand of your representative. O Lord, I
Who can measure the extent of my
feel Your grace and Your peace filling
goodness? For you I descended from my poor soul. I feel overwhelmed by
heaven to earth; for you I allowed
Your mercy, O Lord. You forgive me,
myself to be nailed to the cross; for
which is more than I dared to hope
you I let my Sacred Heart be pierced
for or could imagine. Your goodness
with a lance, thus opening wide
surpasses all my desires. And now,
the source of mercy for you. Come, filled with gratitude for so many
then, with trust to draw graces
graces, I invite You to my heart. I
from this fountain. I never reject
wandered, like a prodigal child gone
a contrite heart. Your misery has astray; but you did not cease to be my
disappeared in the depths of
Father. Increase Your mercy toward
My mercy. Do not argue with Me
me, for You see how weak I am.
about your wretchedness. You will
JESUS: Child, speak no more of
give me pleasure if you hand over
your misery; it is already forgotten.
to me all your troubles and griefs. I
shall heap upon you the treasures of Listen, My child, to what I desire to
tell you. Come close to My wounds
My grace.

FOR THE SAKE OF HIS SORROWFUL PASSION HAVE
MERCY ON US AND ON THE WHOLE WORLD!

and draw from the Fountain of Life
whatever your heart desires. Drink
copiously from the Fountain of Life
and you will not weary on your
journey. Look at the splendors of My
mercy and do not fear the enemies
of your salvation. Glorify My mercy.”
Source: : “Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska:
Divine Mercy in My Soul.” Marian Press
Photo Credit: The Divine Mercy image above (in
digital form) was provided by the Marian Fathers
of the Immaculate Conception Vicar General to the
DMHFSC for veneration at the Divine Mercy grounds
in Encinitas, CA.. This is an unretouched, actual photo
of the life-sized image at the site. A rosary and the
words from the Diary are superimposed.

St Faustina Quotes

▪Diary Entry #36: ”After a moment, His
wounds disappeared except for five ...”
▪Diary Entry #589: “Love casts out
fear ... Even if I were to hear the most
terrifing thing about God’s justice,
I would not fear Him at all ... ”

… Repent and Accept God’s Mercy
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See front page
in a painting, she hadn’t. She then
gave the phone to a Sister Barbara
coming through the gift shop door
who had been at the shrine for a long
time. She had never seen Entry #83
in a painting, but suggested I talk
to Fr. Michalenko , MIC associated
with The Divine Mercy, (who would
know). She gave me his phone number. I called and left a voice message.
AFTER A FEW WEEKS I received a
call from Fr. Michalenko and explained
what I was told to do, he explained the
following, “Why would you paint a
painting of a dark sky and a dark cross?
You would just have darkness. Instead,
just spread the message of The Divine
Mercy”. After hanging up, I had questioned myself as to whether I had heard
the message correctly.
The very next day I received a voice
message from Fr. Michalenko saying
“John, I just said my morning prayers
and read an article from Spirit Daily
about a prophet in Australia, that
wrote “Why are you hiding my Holy
Cross? Don’t you know I will make
my Holy Cross visible for all to see, to
know that I am their Lord .”
FR. MICHALENKO then said to me,
“Forget what I told you the previous
day and move forward!”. With that
confirmation , I proceeded to find an
artist who was knowledgeable of St.
Faustina’s Diary. I found a lady who is
an acquaintance with our family, who
excitedly and prayerfully took this
project. This is how the painting of
The Cross in the Sky, came to be.

The DMHFSC is an approved 501(c)3 non-profit organization based in San Diego
County, California, USA. All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by the
law. All board members are unpaid volunteers. 100% of your donation goes to the
mission project. For more information, visit www.DivineMercy724.com
Email: divinemercyshrineofsc@gmail.com. Facebook.com/divinemercy724

prior, and without previous knowledge
After some time had passed, my wife
on my part, the Lord had spoken to her
and I joined a Divine Mercy Cenacle
and said “Build me a Shrine!”
group at our parish, still wondering
what was to be done with the painting .
The property is now owned by the Divine
Mercy Hills Foundation of Southern CaOver the years, my wife and I have
put crosses up on properties we have
lifornia, a non-profit 50lc3 as of Septemowned in the Phoenix area. I began
ber 12, 2014.**
looking around at property in North
County, San Diego area, for a cross
The Lord continues to guide me through
location. Several areas became prosthis journey, as in the fall of 2014 after
pects - but nothing ever materialized. having the painting behind our couch for
One day heading to St John’s for mass, four years on and off, I met a gentleman
I had seen a sign on a piece of proper- in San Clemente , CA. Upon sharing my
ty on Encinitas Blvd in Encinitas, CA. journey with the painting, The Cross in the
This was a Saturday night, and I was
Sky, he encouraged me to have it put into
leaving Sunday for a business trip for print and shared in the cost of printing. We
a number of days. When I returned, I printed 30,000 copies distributed across
called the real estate agent and made
the United States.
an offer on the land, 3.27 acres, and
was accepted that afternoon. Initially,
I was led to purchase this property,
Jesus, I Trust in You!
thinking this was a great investment.
Source: John Oertle (author), “John’s Experience: My
But as I went to a number of morning
Journey,” in the booklet “The Mysteries, Miracles, and
Masses, I felt the land parcel could
Wonders of His Merciful Love”” (DMHFSC, 2014), pp. 13 -16
be a possible site for a Divine Mercy
Shrine.
* * NOTE: This article was written in 2014. On August 22,

This painting was completed and
given to me by the artist. Not knowing Soon I was drawn to share this property
what to do with it, I put it aside- - and with our Divine Mercy Cenacle leader.
She was in complete awe - as three days
life continued forward.

2019, the Divine Mercy Hills Foundation of Southern
California paid off in full the $325,000, 5-year note for the
purchase of the land. We thank all our benefactors and
friends for making this mission project possible.

WAY OF MERCY IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE DIVINE MERCY HILLS FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (DMHFSC) a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Visit
www.divinemercy724.com or email divinemercyshrineofsc@gmail.com for more info. Join us for the 13th of the Month Devotion from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
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